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Of these cases by far the most interesting and important was
that of the steamship Kim> which was opened before Sir Samuel
Evans by the Attorney-General on the 12th July, 1915. Upon it
hung the cases of the Alfred Nobel, the Bjornsternjne Bjornson
and the Fridland, which were tried with it, and there were also
in Court some thirty-eight other ships, the destinies of which
hung more or less on the same thread.
The Kim and her consorts, the Attorney-General explained,
were carrying foodstuffs and " hog-produce " from the great
meat factories in America, called the " Six Big Men," to Copen-
hagen, which had been " turned into a depot for the feeding of
the enemy's troops and garrisons all along the coast of the
Baltic." Two of the vessels carried consignments of rubber,
which had falsely been described as " gum " in the manifesto,
and there was a consignment of hides claimed by Danish con-
signees who were found to be merely intermediaries between the
sellers and their German houses. The Crown claimed the con-
demnation of all the goods on the ground that their ultimate
destination was Germany, and that, as far as conditional contra-
band was concerned, they were destined for the use of the
German Government and its forces.
In the course of the case, which was continued for the Crown
by the Solicitor-General, it was shown that whereas Denmark
was accustomed to export and not to import foodstuffs, these
four vessels carried within three weeks upwards of 78 million
pounds of cargo. Of lard alone they had thirteen times the
quantity imported annually to Denmark in the three years
before the war.
The facts were hardly in doubt; the true destination of the
cargoes was evident; by the doctrine of " continuous voyage "
they were good prize. There was, however, one complication
which involved a great deal of argument and confusion. Before
the war the Government had tried to replace the Prize Law of
our Courts of Admiralty by the Declaration of London, an inter-
national code in the framing of which the Germans had (as was
thought) far too much influence. In some vital matters it modified
the law in favour of the weaker naval Power. Thus, by Article
85, conditional contraband was not liable to capture except
when found in a vessel bound for enemy territory- True, the